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It will be readily understood that, in the course of the long years, perhaps centuries, during which the rubbish of the pile-middens accumulated, the pottery, implements, weapons, ornaments, and remains of food which dropped through by accident, as well as the refuse which was cast away by design, have Been preserved, and thus furnish the means of forming a clear and comprehensive conception of the social condition of the people who dwelt in the huts above. But, before considering evidence of this kind, attention may be drawn to the obvious conclusion that the hewing, chipping, and transport of the immense quantities of wood employed in these constructions, no less than the digging out of the earth for the embankments, implies a great amount of systematic labor, and, consequently, a considerable population and a definite social organization among the people who built these pile dwellings. We should thus expect them to have reached a higher stage of civilization than the hut-floor people already mentioned. And this expectation is fully justified by the evidence of the remains already referred to.
The pottery is better made, though not yet glazed, and many of the vessels are provided with a peculiar and characteristic form of handle, which has been termed "ansate." The handle is, in fact, perforated in the middle, and its upper margin has a deep excavation. No doubt the forefinger was placed in the hole and the thumb in the excavation, and thus the handle was firmly grasped.